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IN THE CLAIMS 

Kindly amend the cliiims as follows: 



1. (Currently amended) Appai.tusfe....«o.^«^ 
live human p atient thmnfh fa^ ^n d .second inrisi ons. made in th. 

difFerent vertehrRe in the, spit .«. to remove n,.t.n.l fi^n, .u. .^p,,^,,, . 
a handle; 

[a] first aiidsecond elQBgate exten$jous, attached to said handl e, long enoutrh evt^nrf , 
simultaneously, from ths Jian d ie respectively through th. W second inci.lnn. tn 
and second locations alnnp the length of the sp iner 

a s e cond c^ctonaion att a ghed to ooid handk j and 

a flexible rasp ad^^^fo r p ninfi g^ through a spinal channel ofa livo human, portending 
be ftvoon g tip o f s aid a-3t e xU.,.,inn nn d a tip of ooid ^ ttu uJ OJ(tcu. i oii confiein^d to nass along th.. 
fast extension into the bpijy ti x :ough the first incision and no to th e first location on the «p inP. 
throuRh the spinal channel fm ii i the first location to the sec o nd location, and from the second 
location al OPfi the second extt a tsion out of the body through the second incision 

2, (Currently amended) ^^pparatus according to claim [[1]]51, \rfierein said rasp moves axially 
between said tips. 



3. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 2, comprising a take-up reel for 
advancing said rasp between said tips. 

4. (Currently amended) Apparatus according to claim [[1]]51, comprising a shield adjacent 
said rasp, to prevent contact o]' said lasp with tissue at at least some locations along said rasp. 

5. (Original) Apparatus aioording to claim 4, wherein said rasp has two faces, and wherein said 
shield protects tissue torn one :race of said rasp. 

6. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said rasp is positioned 
between said shield and said iiindle, such that said rasp has an at least partially unshielded active 
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face towai-ds said handle. 



7. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 4. wherein the relative positions of the 
i^p and shield with respect to said handle are changeable by rotation of at least one of the rasp and 
the shield around an axis connecting said tips. 

8. (Previously presented.) Apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said rasp has two narrow 
sides and wherein said shield protects tissue from the sides of said rasp. 

9. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said shield is fixed relative 
to said tips. 

10. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 4. wherein said shield is adapted to 
move axially with said rasp. 

1 1 . (Original) Apparatus afcording to claim 1 0, wherein said shield comprises a smooth backing 
on said rasp. 

12. (Origmal) Apparatus according to claim 9, wherem said shield comprises a channel withm 
which said rasp is positioned. 

13. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said shield cooperates with said rasp to 
accumulate tissue removed by jiaid rasp between said rasp and said shield. 

14. (Currently amended) ^Ipparatus accordii^ to claim [[1]]5L comprising at least one resting 
point at at least one of said exijensions, vfinch resting point is adapted to engage a vertebra. 

15. (Currently amended) /Apparatus according to claun [Il]]51, wherein said rasp has a 
transaxial width narrow enough, to fit inside a vertebral channel of a adult human. 

16. (Currently amended) i^ijjparatus accordmg to claim [[1]]51, v^ierein said rasp is less than 7 
mm wide m a transaxial direction. 
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17. (Currently amended) >Vpparatus according to claim [[1]]16, wherein said lasp is less than 5 
nun wide, 

1 8. (Cunendy amended) Apparatus according to claim [[1]]17, wherein said rasp is less than 3 
mm wide. 

1 9. (CurrenUy amended) -^.ppaiatuj! according to claim [[1]]18, wherein said lasp is less than 2 
mm wide. 

20. (Currently amended) i\ppaiatus according to claim [[I ]] 19, wherein said r^p is thinner than 
1mm. 

21. (CurrenUy amended) Apparatus according to claim [[1]J20, wherein said rasp is thinner than 
0.5 mm. 

22. (Currently amended) /lypparalus according to claim [[1]]21, wherein said rasp is thinner than 
0.3 mm. 

23. (Currently amended) y^]3paratus according to claim ([1J]22, wherein said rasp is thinner than 
0.1 mm. 

24. (Cunently amended) >Vpparatus according to claim [[1]]5L wherein said rasp is adapted to 
remove vertebral bone. 

25. (Currently amended) y^ppaiatus according to claim [[1]]51, vrfierein said rasp is adapted to 
remove calcifications. 

26. (Currently amended) ./k.i5paratus according to claim [[1]]51, wherein said rasp is adapted to 
reniove ligament tissue. 

27. (Currently amended) ;v.]?paratus according to claim [[1]]5L whcrem said rasp is formed of 
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metal. 

28. (Cuirentiy amended) /Lpparatus according to claim ([1]]51, wheicin said rasp is fomied of a 
bioabsorbable material. 

29. (Withdrawn) Appataiiis according to claim 1, wherein a plurality of rasp elements are 
defined on said rasp. 

30. (Withdrawn) Apparatiui according to claun 29, wherein said elements are defined by etching. 

31. (Withdrawn) Apparatus according to claim 29, wherein said elements are defined by 

punching. 

32. (Currently amended) ^ipparatus accordmg to claim [[1]]5L v**erein a plurality of rasp 
elements are attached to said rasp, 

33. (Withdrawn) Apparatus according to claun 1, wherem said rasp comprises a cable. 

34. (Withdrawn) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said rasp comprises a cihain. 

35. (Withdrawn) Apparatus accordmg to claim 29, wherein said rasp elements are adapted to 
guide removed tissue away fix:>ia the tissue on which the rasp is wotkmg. 

36. (Withdrawn) Apparatus according to claun 29, wheiem said rasp elements are adapted to 

retain removed tissue. 

37. (Cunently amended) /ipparatus according to claim [[1]]5L comprising a source of cleaning 
fluid, adjacent said rasp. 

38. (Cunently amended) /Ijiparatus according to clahn [[1]]51, comprismg a source of vacuum, 
adjacent said rasp, 
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39. (Currently tended) Appa^tus according to clain, [[1]]^ wherein said rasp has a total 
length selected to be substa«t.ally sufficient for a spinal stenosis removal procedui.. 

40. (Cunently amended) Apparatus according to claim f(l]]5L wherein said rasp has a total 
length of between 0.5 and 4 meters. 

41. (Currently amended) Apparatus according to claim [tl]]40, whciem said tasp has a total 
length of between 1 and 3 mtt^. 

42. (Currently amended) A pparatus according to claim [[1]]5L wherein said rasp has an active 
length defined by a distance tetween said tips. 

43. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 42, wherein said active length is adjustable by 
adjusting a distance between jisid tips. 

44. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 42, wherein said active length is 
sufficient to span between on«: and ten vertebra of a adult human. 

45. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 42, wherein .said active length is 
sufBcient to span between twc^ and eight vertebra of a adult human. 

46. (Previously presented) Apparatus according to claim 42, wherein said active length is 
sufficient to span between three and four vertebra of a adult human. 

47. (Currently amended) .Apparatus according to claim [[l]]5i, wherein said extensions are 
sufSciently long to extend from a body surface to a spinal channel of a adult human. 

48. (Currently amended) i*.i)paratus according to claim [[1]]51, comprising a rasp advancer for 
advancing said rasp in a single direction, 

49. (Currently amended) .A.pparatus accordmg to claim [[l]]iL comprising a rasp advancer for 
reciprocatmg said rasp. 
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50. (Currently amtindec) Apparatus according to claim [[1]]5L 
comprises at least two parts, separable such that said first and said sec^d 
parts during a normal use of said apparatus. 



:in said apparatus 
are m separate 




for removing hone^ 



~ a flexible rasp adapf(i(! for passage thmii gh a spinal channel of a. livft hnmati 

between a tip of said first ext<msion and a tin of saiH second extension; and 
means for affixing sai.i apparatus to a vertebra. 



52. (Cuirently amended) Apparatus according to claim [[1]]51, comprising a spring for setting a 
tension in said lasp. 



53. (Currently amended) y'ljiparatus according to claim [[1 comprising a spring for settmg a 
surfecc pressure of said rasp agamst a workhig surface. 

54. (Currently amended) Apparatus accordiiig to claim [[l]]5i, comprismg a gauge for 
measuring a tension in said raiip. 

55. (Currently amended) Apparatus according to claim [1 1 JJIL comprising a leader attached to 
one end of said rasp, which le£.cler is adapted for inserting through a spmal channel. 

56. (Original) Apparatus fen spinal stenosis treatment, comprising: 

means for guiding a rasj. through a part of a spinal channel defined by at least one vertebra; 
means for holding said irasp on either side of said part of a channel and outside a human or 
ammal body mcluding said vcit«bra; and 

means for moving said r asp to remove a spmal stenosis in said spinal channel. 
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57. (Withdrawn) A meihoii of spinal stenosis treatment, comprising: 

inserting a flexible n«ip into a spinal chaiincl of a live human, such that the flexible rasp 
enters the spinal channel fltn a first point along the spinal channel and exits the spinal channel 
from a second point along the spinal channel; and 

moving the rasp in onlijr to clear the spinal channel in at least one pouxt along its length. 

58. (Withdrawn) A methcKl according to claim 57, wherein the flexible rasp runs in parallel to 
the spinal channel over a lengtli of at least one vertebra. 

59. (Withdrawn) A method according to claim 57, wherein the first and second points along the 
spinal channel are distanced by at least two vertebrae. 

60 (Withdrawn) A method according to claim 57, wherein moving the flexible rasp comprises 
applying force to the rasp from sections of the rasp on opposite sides of the spinal channel. 

61. (New) A method of treating spinal stenosis m a live human patient with a flexible rasp, the 
method comprising: 

making a first incision snd a second incision in the body of the patient; 

contacting the spme through at least one of the mcisions with a device for guiding the rasp; 

passing the rasp from outside the body, through the first incision to a first location on the 

spine; 

passing the rasp throujt. the spmal channel from the first location to a second location on the 

spine; 

passing the rasp out of tie spine at the second location, and out of the body through the 
second incision; and 

moving the rasp in ordia: to remove tissue from the spinal channel; 
wherein at least part of passmj; the rasp is guided by the rasp guiding device. 

62. (New) A method accoidmg to claim 61, wherein passing the rasp through the spmal channel 
comprises passing the rasp along the spinal chaimel over a length of at least one vertebra. 



(New) A method accoi cing to claim 62, wherein the first and second locations on the spme 
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are distanced by at least two vertebrae. 
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